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An Institutional Conflict of Interest exists when the financial 
interests of the university have the potential to cause bias in the 
conduct of research.

This rises to the level of a significant conflict when a research 
project involves human participants AND the university has:

• A private equity interest in
• Potential to receive cash payments from (or)
• Maintains an ownership interest in

an outside entity associated with the research.

What is an ICOI?



• A USC-owned patent is used to develop a medical device and 
now the company making the device sponsors research at 
USC.

• Viterbi professor invents/patents a robot which is now 
created by another company and wants to study its 
effectiveness in the classroom.

• USC Faculty member created IP is licensed to a supplement 
company and wishes to study the supplement in human 
studies.

Examples



How are ICOIs Identified?



• IRB application question (in iStar) is 
answered yes (1.7)

• Office of Culture, Ethics, and 
Compliance (OCEC) staff finds a 
match between report of active 
clinical trials and a report on USC 
intellectual property.

How are ICOIs Identified?
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ICOI Disclosure Process
ICOI Identified

PI completes templated form and submits to OCEC 

Disclosure package created by OCEC – includes final ICOI 
disclosure and copy of IRB submission

Disclosure package sent to outside reviewer - bioethicist

Reviewer returns recommendations which note issues and 
suggestions to manage ICOI
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ICOI and outside reviewer feedback goes through normal 
CIRC committee process
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For plans that get submitted for greater than minimal risk 
research, the ICOI plan gets placed on an IRB agenda and is 
reviewed at a full committee meeting.

If the IRB committee has any additions, those get sent to the 
CIRC and an amendment process is initiated.

Once the plan is approved, management plan requirements 
such as disclosure on consent and limitations for who can 
consent are enforced.

IRB Associated Processes



Questions?

Thank You!
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